
MINUTES of MEETING - FRIENDS OF JUBILEE COLLEGE STATE PARK 

Monday, November 5, 2018 – 6 PM – Lakeview Library, Peoria, IL 

     President Stu Cunningham opened the meeting at 6:10 PM with everyone present introducing 

themselves and the organizations they represent.  There were fourteen attendees and that list will be 

attached to the minutes. 

Old Business: 

      Stu gave a short review on how the organization formed with St. Senator Chuck Weaver hosting a 

meeting in Brimfield last September in 2017.  The goal of that meeting was to foster unity and 

collaboration between Jubilee State Park management and park users with a goal of improving 

conditions in the Park.  Our group has met several times and at the June planning meeting, a slate of 

officers was proposed and elected by the Board.  

      Those officers are:  President – Stu Cunningham; Vice-President – Jerry Lutker; Secretary – 

Patricia Melaik; Treasurer – Position unfilled; Director – Pat Gomes; Director – Nick Perrow; and 

Diane Vespa – Director. 

      Since then a committee of six persons met over the summer to write Bylaws for the group. The 

intention of the group is to form a 501c3 “non-profit” organization. 

      President Stu asked each organization to give a report about their activities for the year.   

Pamba:   Nick Perrow:  The group petitioned IDNR for some re-routes for the bike trails because of a 

bridge crossing issue.  At least one-hundred hours of volunteer time has been given to this effort with 

a good response from PAMBA volunteers.  The re-routes have now been completed.  Nick stated that 

the goal of his group is to have sustainable clean trails free of trees and brush.  He also stated that the 

Jubilee bike trails are very challenging with some hills while other trails are easier. 

Jubilee College Historic Site:  Patricia Melaik:  There were three activities scheduled at the Historic 

Site for 2018, a two-day Earth Day Event in April, an OLLI Tour in July and an Open House Event in 

August.  For these events, there were tours of the College, the Jubilee Butterfly Garden, the Jubilee 

Prairies with the Jubilee Prairie Dawgs and the Jubilee Churchyard Cemetery. Total visitors for 2018: 

395 visitors and 82 volunteers. 

Jubilee Riders:  Pat Gomes:  The activities for equestrians included:  the St. Jude Trail Ride and an 

Auction.  Pat reported that trails have been cleared of brush and trees and improvements have been 

made to trail crossings. 

Jubilee Prairie Dawgs:  Doug Franks:  The Jubilee Prairie Dawgs is a project of the Peoria County 

Master Gardeners and has been in existence for 42 years when in 1976 Hal Gardner and some Sierra 

Club friends started working with prairie remnants at Jubilee State Park.  Their goals are to clear the 

prairie fields of invasive plants such as Autumn Olive, Multiflora rose and many other non-native 

plants. They schedule seed-collecting days and in July have an annual prairie walk which is open to 

the public and is usually well-attended.  Doug cancelled the annual prairie walk this year as there 

needs to be a ‘prairie burn’ scheduled for the areas in which his group has been working.  Without a 

“burn”, the prairie plants do not thrive from year to year. 



Jubilee State Park:  Joe Bassetti:  The 1980 IDNR map of the State Park is outdated and needs to be 

upgraded.  Tom McIntyre and Bob Larsen visited Jubilee College recently and videotaped a segment 

for their WMBD show.  There is quail and dove hunting season and shotgun seasons happening in 

the Fall and turkey hunting in the Spring.  Joe also reported that IDNR sent heavy equipment to the 

Park in July for two weeks to improve the equestrian trails.  All equestrians report that the trails look 

wonderful!  When asked by equestrian Jerry Benson what are the rules for closing the trails after a 

rainfall, Joe stated that when the Park receives one-half inch of rain the trails are closed for one day. 

Joe reported that there are five rain gauges in the Park and that is the way a decision is made about 

the trail openings.  When asked by attendee Diane Vespa about the “sunflower field” which attracted 

lots of attention this summer, Joe stated that the field is part of a “crop rotation” by tenant farmers, 

which is part of an IDNR program.  He does not know if the sunflower field will be replanted next 

year. 

New Business: 

      Stu Cunningham reported that the group has been awarded a “Leaders Change Illinois” grant of 

$1,000.00 to be used for attorney fees to form our 501c3 non-profit status.  Diane Vespa added that Stu 

did the paperwork and wrote the grant for our group.  Thank you, Stu for all your hard work getting 

that accomplished! 

      Next on the agenda was to vote to approve the Bylaws for our organization.  Diane Vespa made a 

motion, seconded by Pat Gomes, to approve the Bylaws subject to attorney review.  All attendees 

present approved the Bylaws; the vote was unanimous. 

      Next on the agenda, Stu Cunningham presented dates for our Annual Meeting and for Board and 

Officers’ meetings for the 2019 year.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 4, 

2019.  Board Meetings will be on Mondays, March 11 and September 23, 2019 and Officers’ Meetings 

are scheduled for Mondays on:  March 11, June 10, September 9 and October 14, 2019. 

      Next on the agenda for discussion was events for 2019:   Patricia Melaik proposed that events at 

Jubilee College should be planned during the summer months when the butterfly garden and prairies 

are in full bloom.  Our volunteers will participate in an Earth Day event with tours of the College.  

Some attendees from the Citizens’ to Save Jubilee College organization stated that a Christmas 

Candlelight service had been held in the past at Jubilee College and was a very popular event. 

      Diane Vespa suggested that there be a mushroom event at Jubilee State Park for the Spring 

and/or Fall.  She stated that she could invite Joe Volpe to speak to visitors about mushroom hunting.  

He has written a book on that subject.  Diane also stated that the sunflower field drew so much 

attention from the public to Jubilee State Park that there ought to be some thought to having a 

“sunflower” event or planting another field for next year.   

      An Earth Day event is planned for Sunday, April 21st, 2019 from 9 AM – 4 PM.  It will be a one-

day event.   

      Stu Cunningham proposed that there be two weekend trail rides for Spring and Fall of 2019 by the 

equestrian groups.   

      The next meeting for the group will be scheduled in 2019 after our Bylaws have been approved 

and we become a 501c3 organization. We will then plan a membership drive to attract new members.      



The meeting was adjourned at 7: 25 PM by President Stu Cunningham with Lisa Sandall making the 

motion and Patricia Melaik seconding the motion.  The motion was carried. 

Submitted by:  Patricia Melaik – Secretary of the Board 

 

 

ATTENDANCE FOR THE NOVEMBER 5, 2018 MEETING 

 

Joe Bassetti – Site Superintendent – Jubilee College Historic Site and Jubilee State Park 

Jerry Benson – Equestrian 

Stu Cunningham – Equestrian 

Kathleen Close – Volunteer – Jubilee College 

Doug Franks – Jubilee Prairie Dawgs 

Suzanne Gerard – Citizens’ Group to Save Jubilee College 

Pat Gomes – President – Jubilee Riders 

Jerry Lutker – Equestrian 

Patricia Melaik – Project Chair – Jubilee Butterfly Garden & Volunteer – Jubilee College 

Nick Perrow – PAMBA (Peoria Area Mountain Biking Association) 

Lisa Sandall – Citizens’ Group to Save Jubilee College & Board Member – Jubilee Churchyard 

Cemetery 

Sue Swanson – Citizens’ Group to Save Jubilee College & Board Member – Jubilee Churchyard 

Cemetery 

Diane Vespa – Assistant to St. Senator Chuck Weaver 

Joan Welton – Long-time Docent at Jubilee College Historic Site 

        

 

       


